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Home has unique, historical touches

By Liz Bennett
Lois and Jerry Pospisil met with Mike
Cohen of MC Construction Consultants
with ideas and drawings of their ultimate
home — and they got it. The large, multi-
level home is every-
thing the couple °
dreamed of.
The custom -
building company —
incorporated treas-
ures the couple had
collected here and
abroad: the hand-
made tile they
brought back from
the Greek Isles, the
old sink from a
Tacoma theater, an
old Hoosier cabinet
and even a chunk of
tile from Picasso’s
studio.
The special
touches sprinkled
throughout the
home add color,
drama and pieces of
the past. There’s a 10-foot arched door with
leaded glass that greets guests as they step
onto the large front porch. Above the door
is an old-fashioned light fixture that
matches similar fixtures inside the home.
One of Lois’ designs adds a bit of sur-
prise in the dining and great rooms. She
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asked MC Construction to place slate
tiles around the perimeter of the rooms,
then fill in the remaining space with
wood floors. It has a rather high ‘gasp’
factor when guests see it for the first time.
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The builder also added a shelf above the
kitchen cabinets, which gives a feeling of
an Italian kitchen. The arched brick design
around the stove adds to that look.
Handmade tiles line dual niches that hold
olive oils and cooking spices. Above the
stove is the tile salvaged from Picasso’s stu-
dio. The builder cut it the old green stone,
then accented it with smaller white tiles.

MC Construction also built in the
Hoosier hutch, giving it new life and
making it a perma-
nent piece of the
kitchen.

The upper shelves
in the kitchen con-
tinue into the living
area, where duck
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decoys are displayed.
There are ducks
carved by Lois’ father
and several intricate
decoys that were
carved by her grand-
father, who she proudly refers to as “the
last of the prairie woodcarvers from
Minnesota.”

Adding the old to the new, MC

Construction also installed a set of doors
that were constructed in 1891 at the old
Oakville Mill. Originally pink, the doors
were sanded, stained and installed as
pocket doors in the dining room.

The couple’s master bedroom is
no less dramatic than the rest of
the home. The octagon-shaped
room overlooks the wetlands. The
couple wanted a suite that was
unique, and this room is that and
more. The master bath is separat-
ed from the sleeping area by a
pocket door, mainly because of
the couple’s varied schedules. In
the bathroom is a sauna, a six-per-

i son shower, sunken jutted tub
and windows of glass blocks.

At the back of the house is the
sunroom that will serve as many
things.

“We've always had plants, but

" since it gets southern exposure
we felt this room would make a
wonderful

place to have

wicker furni-

ture — we can

just sit out

there and

enjoy,” Lois

says. “We also

put  pocket

doors in the

sunroom SO

we could use

it for extra space in case we needed it.”

The basement holds the couple’s
media room and a wine cellar that Lois
says is mostly for storage. “We could
never drink that much wine,” she says
with a laugh. Also downstairs is Jerry’s
home office that looks out at the wet-
lands and beyond.

Upstairs is the homes second bed-
room, a loft that looks down to the great
room and kitchen, and the second bath.
The bathroom has a unique feature: an
old dresser that serves as a sink cabinet. A
hole was cut in the top of the dresser and
the sink was dropped in.

From top to bottom, this house reflects
the couple’s love of travel and history. It’s
a dream that they have planned for along
time, Lois says. “I've been building this
house for 30 years.”
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